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Ecological conditions of religious practices:

Is there a close dependence between
worshipping the Creator

and
living among His other-than-human creatures?
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It is before God that what is in the heavens and the beasts that are on earth
prostrate, as well as angels — they are free from arrogance: they fear their Lord
.above them, and they do as they are commanded



PRIX 4Eme EDITION (1998) « L'animal dans l'islam »

LITTERAIRE
Y\ dela Grande Mosquée de Paris

(1999) « L'animal exemplaire dans les récits de
miracles en islam »

FINALISTE - ESSAI - 2025 .
(2000)« Miracles des saints musulmans et regne

Le culte des saints animal »
musulmans
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(2000) « Crocodiles et saints du Nil : du talisman

i au miracle »
Callimard

(2008) « Quelques aspects de la faune nilotique
dans la relation d’Evliya Celebi, voyageur ottoman
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(2010) « Badawi and his camel: an animal as the
attribute of a Muslim saint in Mamluk and
Ottoman Egypt »

(2012) « Le Mont-des-Oiseaux en Egypte dans la
relation de voyage d’Evliya Celebi. Essai de
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Submission (islam): Al Irnran 83

The fear of God khashiya): al-Baqara, 74
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i Praise (tasbih): al-Ra‘d, 13

Prostration (sujud): al-Ra‘d, 15
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Remember Our worshipper David, a fnan of strength who always turned to Us: “We made the*
mountains join him in praising Us at sunset and sunrise; and the flying creatures, too, in flocks, all

”.echoed [his praise]

Psalm 148

“Praise the Lord from the heaven, praise Him from the heights |[...]
Praise Him, sun and moon, praise Him,, all you stars of light! [...]
Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps [...]
Mountains and all hills, fruitful trees and all cedars!

Wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds”

Psalm 151

“My hands fashioned a reed pipe, and my fingers a lyre. And
so, I gave glory to the Lord. I said in my mind: ‘Do not the
mountains testify to him, nor the hills proclaim? Lift up my
words, you trees, and my compositions, you sheep.”
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Do you not realise [Prophet] that who is in the heavens and who is on earth prostrate
before God: the sun, the moon, the stars, the mountains, the trees, the beasts, and many
human beings, though many deserve punishment. Anyone disgraced by God will have no

.one to honour him: God does whatever He will



Hymn to the Sun-God Amun-Ra
Frank Lothar Hossfeld et Eric Zenger, Psalms 3

“You are the One who created all beings,
The One alone, who created what is.

‘Greetings to you’ cry all the wild beasts,

Jubilation’ cries every foreign land,

As high as is the heaven and as wide as is the earth, as deep as is the
ocean.

The gods bow down before your majesty
And exalt the power of their creator,
Rejoicing as they draw near to the one who made them.

They say to you: ‘Welcome,

Father of the fathers of all the gods!

Who lifted up the heavens and stretched out the earth,

Who created what exists and brought forth what is,

Ruler — long may he live, may he be safe and sound — highest of the
gods;

We worship your power, how you created us,
We perform songs of praise for you because you brought us forth,
We join in your praises, because you have taken pains with us!”



God
Creator / worshipped

1 T

Creature / worshipper

Beings

Al-Baqara, 21
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People, worship your Lord, who created you



From idolatry to cosmic tasbih

CREATOR
1 4
Natural beings: Idoles Worshippers
Men: Worshippers Worshippers
Eternalist model Creationist model

Al-Qurtubi, On surah al-rahman, 55:6

All of that (stars and trees) is subjugated to God, so do not worship the stars as a group of"
".Sabeans did, nor the trees as a lot of foreigners did
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Do you not realise [Prophet] that who is in the heavens and who is on earth prostrate
before God: the sun, the moon, the stars, the mountains, the trees, the beasts, and many
human beings, though many deserve punishment. Anyone disgraced by God will have no

.one to honour him: God does whatever He will



Agreement with nonhuman plurals

(Earliest stages of Arabic or Proto Arabic )

Pre-Islamic Poetry
(6%-7% century CE)

Synchronic ag

Qur'an (7% century CE) -~
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Classical Arabic

Modern Standard Arabic




Elements that take f.pl. agreement as a Nonhumans involved in rashir and
marker of perceptual salience or other-than- worship (notably tasbilr and sugiid)
human personhood (high individuation)

1

sun and moon

heavens

night and day

(gigantic)

rivers sea
cauldrons

angels (rarely)

stars

cattle such as you ride (mina [...]

g;]llll)l-trees Claugs [-"an ‘@mi ma tarkabiina)
winds
ships humans

beasts of prey birds

all that is in the heavens and
in the earth. ..

mountains

beasts of sacrifice

...and their shadows

trees
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Then, your hearts became hard after that, like rocks, or even harder. There are rocks from which
streams spring out, some that split open and let the water flow out, and others that fall down
.in awe of God. God is not unaware of what you do

Ibn Taymiya, Epistle on the Innate Knowledge of God (5 ad) e P}Q‘ &3 W y)

“This is evidence that [rocks] have knowledge (maifa) of their Lord, and that this knowledge
affects them. Otherwise, they would not fall down in awe of God. Therefore, such fear
necessarily implies the knowledge of what is feared, and such a science ( i/m) precedes the fear”




Sufism and
Early Islamic Piety

Al-Sarrag, Kitab al-Luma‘

‘One day, I went to al-Sarr1 (d. 243/857), who said to me, “A

sparrow was coming every day, so I broke some bread for it to eat

it in my hand. It once came down without landing on my hand. I

tried to think what the reason could be, when I remembered that

I was eating salty [food] with seeds, so I told myself, 1 won’t eat

”

anymore. I repent of it’ Then it landed on my hand and ate.



Al-Isra’, 47
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Al-Tabari

”.‘Akrima said: The tree praises God, the cylinder praises God*

Jdbn al-Hanbal

Gabir b. ‘Abd Allah (d. 78/697) narrated that the Messenger of

God would give a sermon leaning against a piece of raw wood.

When a pulpit was made for him to sit upon, the piece of

wood sobbed like a she-camel sobbing for its offspring, so he
.went to it and placed his hand on it until it became serene

Al-Tabari
He was once with Yazid al-Ruqasi, who was along with al-“
Hasan for dinner. When the table was presented, Yazid asked:

Abu Sa‘id, does this table praise God? He answered: It once
”.praised Him




“With the inspiration he drew from
Alvarli Efe, a man of virtue, Naim
Golleroglu took his first steps on the path
of the Good through the meaning he
attributed to the sounds made by

machines. Naim Hoca likened the noise

produced by machines as they turned on
a belt to the dhikr of Alvarl Efe’s path,

and he began to accompany the sound of

the machines with his voice, saying, ‘Ya
Allah, ya Allah, ya Allah..” When asked
about this, he would reply that, in this

world, it is not only living beings that

p—

NAIM HOCA

HALK ADAMI, DIN ADAMI, MILLET AIDAMI




ERFFER BYSGUIETLAUME D EVATEX DA REY,
ASMAA EL MAAROUFI, WALID GHALI
AND NICOLAS PAYEN

Cosmic and Animal
Piety in Islam

Everything Glorifies God
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Q&A Session
Questions and Discussion
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